
 

 

Art Curriculum Map 
 

Key knowledge & skills to be mastered by students 

  Learning Period 1: Autumn Term  Learning Period 2: Spring Term   Learning Period 3: Summer Term   

Year 7 

 
Project title  Natural Forms 

Line Tone Texture 
African Art 
Form Perspective 

Abstract Art 
Colour Pattern Composition 

Key questions  
  
  

What is a line? 
What is tone? 
What is texture? 
How do Artists tell stories? 
Artist research: 
Where have I seen this before? 

How can we start a project?  
What can inspire us?  
What is African Art?  
What is proportion?  
How can we achieve accurate proportion?  
How can we achieve accurate shapes?  
What is tone?   
What is the difference between a HB and 2B 
pencil?  
How can we show a wide range of tone? What 
direction of tone would be applied to a face?  
 

What is abstract art?   
What is semi-abstract art?  
What is realism?  
What is composition?  
What is scale and overlapping?  
What is included in artist research?  
What is tone?  
What is a gradient?  
What is hard edge painting?  
How can we blend paint?  
What is opaque colour?  
 



Key knowledge and 
concepts  

Colour theory- mixing   
Tones- tints and shades –mixing  Pop 
artists research  
Identifying characteristics of Roy  
Lichtenstein’s work  
Applying tone to create a 3D effect 
pumpkin  
How to create a design influenced from 
artists  
Self and peer assessment for tonal, 
pumpkin and designs www/ebi  
 

Sarah Golish artist  
Charcoal and chalk material understanding 
Adinkra symbols  
African Patterns  
How to create a design influenced from a 
culture  
How to create a design for a story based on a 
person’s experiences  
Self and peer assessment for proportions, 
tonal and designs www/ebi  
 
  
 

Understanding of different genres of art and 
able to identify from characteristics taught  
Developing observational drawing shape, 
proportion, focus on gradient  
Abstract art research  
Identifying characteristics of abstract artists   
Design based on cutlery theme   
How to create a design influenced from artists  
Applying hard edge and blending with paint 

Skills  Develop observation skills 
Use subject terminology (what) 
Recognise formal elements in works of 
others 
Identify formal elements 
Drawing skills (WOL/tone(value)/mark 
making/enlarging) – telling a story 
Printing skills 
Experience different methods (tools 
etc.) 
 
Observation skills 
Drawing skills 
Using subject terminology (what) 
Recognise formal elements in works of 
others 
 
Experience using different media 

Shape  
Proportion  
Tone  
Blending  
Texture  
Clay impress and relief  
Consistent/uniform  
Symmetry 

 

Shape  
Proportion (To understand difference between 
shape and proportion)  
Tone (To know what makes a successful tonal 
drawing)  
Blending and gradient (To know what blending 
and gradient is)  
Generating ideas  
Hard edge painting  
Blending with paint  
Opaque Colour  
 

Assessment &  
Educational Visit 
Opportunities  

Continual formative – teacher based 
Summative assessment point at end of 
unit (TERM) 
Self-assessment - self-reflection an 
integral skill to be developed (because, 
but, so)  
Peer discussion 

Teacher assessment-Sarah Golish pencil, 
charcoal and chalk OTF grade www/ebi  
Continual formative – teacher based 
Summative assessment point at end of unit 
(TERM) 
Self-assessment - self-reflection an integral 
skill to be developed (because, but, so)  
Peer discussion 

Continual formative – teacher based 
Summative assessment point at end of unit 
(TERM) 
Self-assessment - self-reflection an integral skill 
to be developed (because, but, so)  
Peer discussion  



 
 

 

 

 
  

Year 8 

 
Project title Culture Symbols Stories The world and me Making sense 

Key 
questions  
  
  

 
What is a symbol?  
How can art link to identity?  
How do symbols tell a story? 
How are symbols used in a culture? 
Which Artists use symbolism in their work? 
How do Artists use symbolism in their work? 

What are fonts?   
What mood do particular fonts create?  
What elements of art can you identify in 
Gaudi’s work?  
How can we achieve accurate shape and 
proportions?  
What is layering?  
How can we colour mix with coloured 
pencils?  
How can we show tone and form when using 
coloured pencils?  
What is a pinch pot?  
What is the coil method?  
What is a slab?  

Articulate how symbols, conventions and 
messages in the work of others relates to their 
own 

Consider the ‘story’ in their work using art 
language 

Articulate how the conventions, symbols and 
messages in the work of others relates to their 
own using key terminology. 

Articulate the ‘story’ in their own work using art 
language 



What is a wrap pot?  

Key 
knowledge 
and concepts  

Investigate work from Western and non-
western cultures. 
Learn how to understand works of art and 
decipher meaning or cultural significance 
Explore and compare work from Western and 
non-western cultures. 
Learn how to understand works of art and 
decipher meaning or cultural significance 
 
Exploring 2D skills/techniques and drawing 
skills: use a variety of media and processes  
formal elements/2D making skills 
(relief)/exploring use of formal elements 
/explore mark making to convey texture 
(mood, feeling, qualities and subtleties of 
making marks) 
Processes: Printing skills: mono-printing – 
collagraph/collage/other mark making 
materials and tools/photography to collect 
primary source material/enlarge e.g. grid 
method 

Understanding how shapes in fonts create 
different moods and convey different 
messages  
Identifying characteristics of architecture  
Identifying characteristics of an 

architects/artists style  
Processes: 
Colour pencil- opaque, colour mixing and 
layering  
Applying tone through different media  
Design work in the style of the artist  
Knowledge and application of designing work 
that will be 3D  
Knowledge of properties of clay  

Applying materials and methods ‘drawing’ skills:  
use a variety of media and processes/consider 
elements of art and principles of 
design/consider positive and negative space, 
proportion and scale 
 
Processes: Textiles and Mixed media 
techniques/print/paint 
(mix/blend/edges)/register/colour 
selection/cut/refine 
 
 



Skills  Develop visual language skills 
Use subject terminology (what) and other 
complex vocabulary 
Recognise symbols and patterns in the work of 
others 
Learn to decipher meaning 
Drawing skills (WOL/tone(value)/mark 
making/enlarging) – telling a story 
Making skills 
Experience different methods(tools etc.), ways 
to record ideas 
Observation skills 
Drawing skills 
Using subject terminology (what) in descriptive 
and (why/how) in analytical recording of own 
work and work of others 
Demonstrate understanding of source material 
and context 
Experience different media 
Develop competent making skills 
Evaluate work 
 
 
  

Shape (To apply accurate shape 
independently)  
Layering  
Opaque  
Colour mixing  
Tone (To apply confidently a variation of tone 
and direction for 3d effect)  
Blending (To apply techniques confidently 
with tone for a 3d effect)  
3D Design   
Clay techniques  

  

Use different tools to record different types of 
line/marks representative of intentions – 
responding to a starting point. 
Describe and evaluate ideas using subject 
terminology to articulate the refining process – 
‘why’. 
Demonstrate understanding and use of source 
material 
Develop visual language skills 
Use subject terminology (what) and other 
complex vocabulary 
Learn to decipher meaning from textile artists 
Making skills / Fine motor skills 
Experience different methods (tools etc.), ways 
to record ideas using textiles 
Using subject terminology (what) in descriptive 
and (why/how) in analytical recording of own 
work and work of others 
Demonstrate understanding of source material 
and context 
Experience different media 
Develop competent making skills 
Evaluate work 
 
 

Assessment 
&  
Educational 
Visit 
Opportunities  

Continual formative – teacher based  
 
Self-assessment  - self-reflection an integral 
skill to be developed (because, but, so)   
 
Peer discussion 

Teacher assessment- Colour pencil OTF grade 
www/ebi  
Self and peer assessment tonal, colour pencil 
and designs  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Teacher assessment 
OTF grade 
WWW / EBI 
Self / peer assessment 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 

 
Project title  Identity 

Value in unequal measure 
Context is everything A sense of place 

Key questions  
  
  

What is the value of Art? 
What is a portrait?  
What is beauty?  
Wealth and Status in Art 
What makes Art valuable?  
Where can art be found? 
  
 

 Investigate how meaning in artwork is 
subject to change dependent on 
circumstance through exposure to works 
from different times, cultures and mediums: 
 
Which artworks are immediately familiar? 
Why? 

Investigate art as evidence of a time, place, 
event and the implications of the work. 
Investigate the place of art in our modern 
world and its significance to individuals, 
society and global conversations. Consider 
site specific work and its significance/ 
relationship to ‘modern’ values 
 



Why might they hold great significance to 
others? 
 
Reflect on how our society affects how we 
notice, view and respond to work: 
 
How does our 24-hour news culture, the 
internet, social media etc. influence the 
way we notice and think about artworks 
and what they might mean to us? 
How does an artwork become so... well-
known, famous, infamous, notorious, 
iconic, ironic, sought-after, hated, 
expensive, precious, devalued, boring..? 
How does time and ‘fashion’ influence our 
tastes? 

Reflect on how art is used to reflect and 
deflect opinion, how artists respond to social 
and political events of their time and ask 
questions of themselves and others through 
their work. Consider the qualities in their own 
work which challenge, surprise or reinvent 
ideas 

Key knowledge 
and concepts  

Introduction to the value of art    
Where do I see street/public art? – 
collecting real world examples 
Research a given portrait artwork. See, know  
Collect at least five examples of ‘ugly’ 
portraits. Explain in annotation – 
think/opinion)  
Wealth and status in Art  
Make a colour/pattern mood board that 
describes you 
Watch a relevant documentary/film eg The 
rise of outlaw art 
What makes an artwork valuable?  
Drawing task enlarged viewfinder section. 
Make ‘my goals’ mood board 
Art in different spaces – where do we see art? 
Research drawing on walls artist  
Review and refine  
Artist analysis favourite drawing on walls 
example 

 

Exploring materials and methods and 
drawing skills: a variety of media and 
processes/2D making skills (relief)/exploring 
compositional elements 
 
Exploring materials and methods drawing 
skills:  a variety of media and processes 
considering colour, pattern, 
composition/considering positive and 
negative space, shape and form 

Applying materials and methods drawing skills: 
using a variety of media and 
processes/considering elements of art and 
principles of design in installation, site specific 
context/considering positive and negative 
space, proportion and scale 
 
Applying materials and methods drawing skills: 
using a variety of media and 
processes/considering elements of art and 
principles of design in installation, site specific 
context/considering positive and negative 
space, proportion and scale  

 



Skills  To investigate the word value   
To use the ipad to take self portraits  
To begin to experiment with distorting images 
(eg on Lunapic)  
To save images for use later  
To understand what a portrait is  
To recognise how portraits have been used 
across time  
To simplify a self portrait in to 3 colour (ready 
for printing and tracing)  
To investigate the idea of value in beauty  
To practice accurate drawing skills through 
tracing layers for stencil  
To consider the idea of proportion 
and distortion  
To investigate how the use of portraits has 
developed across art history  
To explore how wealth and status is shown in 
portraiture  
To practice accurate cutting skills in creating 
stencils  
To consider what we don’t always see in art 
history  
To investigate portraiture in contemporary 
culture  
To complete accurate cutting and registration 
of stencils  
To investigate multiples and one offs and 
consider how/if that affects value  
To investigate why some art is considered 
more valuable  
 
  

Processes: printing 
skills/collage/photography/ 
other mark making materials and 
tools/enlarging e.g. grid method 
 
Processes: Mixed media  
techniques/printing/painting/colour 
selection/cutting/refining 
 
Use different tools to record ideas 
representative of intentions. 
Describe ideas using subject terminology – 
‘how’. 
Demonstrate understanding of source 
material 
 
Use different tools to record different motifs, 
symbols and ideas. representative of 
intentions 
Describe ideas using subject terminology. 
Demonstrate understanding and relevance of 
source material 
 
Develop a series of ideas 
Select an idea to resolve. 
Develop an outcome using skills and 
techniques practiced with competence and 
intention 
 
Record ideas, investigations and refinements 
with increasing levels of discernment.  
Devise and make outcomes using skills and 
techniques practiced with competence and 
intention 

Processes: mixed media techniques/printing/ 
Painting 
(mixing/blending/edges)/registering/colour 
selection/cutting/refining 
 
Processes: Mixed media techniques/printing/ 
painting /Building, curating processes/colour 
selection/cutting/refining 
 
Use different tools to record different types of 
line/marks representative of intentions – 
responding to a starting point. 
Describe and evaluate ideas using subject 
terminology to articulate the refining process – 
‘why’. 
Demonstrate understanding and use of source 
material 
 
Evaluate and review work. 
Use key terminology in describing, interpreting 
and evaluating work 
Demonstrate understanding and use of source 
material 
 
Record ideas, investigations and refinements 
with increasing levels of discernment. 
Devise, develop and make an outcome using 
skills and techniques practiced with 
competence and intention 
 
Record ideas, investigations and refinements 
demonstrating clarity in decision-making. 
Make outcomes using skills and techniques 
practiced with competence and intention 



Assessment &  
Educational  
Visit  
Opportunities  

Continual formative – teacher based 
Self-assessment  - self-reflection an integral 
skill to be developed (because, but, so) 
Peer discussion 
  
  

Continual formative – teacher based 
Self-assessment  - self-reflection an integral 
skill to be developed (because, but, so) 
Peer discussion 
 
Southampton Arts Centre  
 
 

Clay assessment graded 50% design ideas 50% 
clay outcome. 
 
Continual formative – teacher based 
Self-assessment  - self-reflection an integral 
skill to be developed (because, but, so) 
Peer discussion 
 
 
Pottery Wheel workshops  
mypotterysouthampton@gmail.com 
https://southamptonartscenter.org/event 
s/category/art/list/ OR 

Southampton City Art Gallery 

https://www.southamptoncityartgallery.c 
om 
 
OR http://www.perfectlypotty.co.uk  

 
 
 

Year 10 

 
 

 Topic 1 Topic 2 

mailto:mypotterysouthampton@gmail.com
https://southamptonartscenter.org/events/category/art/list/
https://southamptonartscenter.org/events/category/art/list/
http://www.perfectlypotty.co.uk/
http://www.perfectlypotty.co.uk/


Topic title  Personal Project   Food/Sweets and Treats  
 

Key questions  
  
  

Which theme do you have ideas for?   
What are the assessment objectives?   
What media is your strength?   
What photographs can you take connected to this theme?   
What skills do you need to demonstrate?   
What artists will you research and why?   
How can we fully analyse the work of an artist?   
How can we work in the style of an artist?   
What are the characteristics of your artists?   
What can you take further from all artists?   
How do you select which ideas to take forward?   
How can we refine our work?   
How can we develop ideas?   
What will our final piece/s be?    
What do I need to practice before presenting a final piece?   

What are the assessment objectives?  
How can we generate ideas?  
What images are suitable?  
What makes a successful tonal drawing?  
What media is your strength?  
What skills do you need to demonstrate?  
What style of work does Claes Oldenburg create?  
How can we analyse the work of an artist?  
What is the slab method?  
What is a pinch pot?  
What techniques should you use to create your clay piece?  
What textures and detail do you do to show? How can we Identify suitable 
glazes?  
  

Key knowledge 
and concepts  

Knowledge of assessment objectives for GCSE   
Identifying own strengths and media   
Selecting appropriate images   
Planning photography   
Selecting suitable artists   
Understanding of characteristics of artists   
Generating ideas   
Developing ideas   
Refining work   
Presentation    
Annotation   

Knowledge of assessment objectives for GCSE  
Selecting suitable sources  
Identifying own strengths with media  
Planning photography  
Understanding characteristics of artists  
Generating ideas  
Developing ideas  
Refining work   
Presentation   
Annotation  
Using slab or coil method for individual clay design  

 Producing a personal and original presponse   
   

Glazing work with layers and selecting suitable colour choices  



Skills  Shape   
Tone   
Proportion   
Layering    
Colour blending   
Artist analysis    
Artist research   
Applying texture   
3D work   
Developing ideas   
Personal response   
Independence   

Shape  
Tone  
Proportion  
Layering   
Colour blending  
Artist analysis   
Artist research  
Applying texture  
3D work  
Developing ideas  
Personal response  
Independence  

Assessment &  
Educational Visit 
Opportunities  

   
Teacher assessment OTF grade individual pieces www/ebi   
Teacher assessment Theme board OTF grade 
www/ebi (refined and hand in for a second assessment)   
Teacher assessment Artist boards OTF grade 
www/ebi (refined and hand in for a second assessment)   
Teacher assessment -Development board OTF grade 
www/ebi   
(refined and hand in for second assessment)   
Mock exam –artist in the style of and final piece 
OTF grade  Self and peer assessment on individual pieces   

 

 

 
 
    

  
Teacher assessment OTF grade individual pieces www/ebi  
Teacher assessment Theme board OTF grade www/ebi (refined and hand in for 
a second assessment)  
Teacher assessment Artist boards OTF grade www/ebi (refined and hand in for 
a second assessment)  
Teacher assessment -Development board OTF grade www/ebi (refined and 
hand in for second assessment)  
Mock exam -Clay and final piece OTF grade   
Self and peer assessment on individual pieces  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 11 



 

Topic title    

Personal project  

  

Exam project  

Key questions  

 

How can we refine our work?  

How can we develop ideas?  

What will our final piece/s be?   

What do I need to practice before presenting a final piece?  
 

Which question do you have ideas for?  

What are the assessment objectives?  

What media is your strength?  

What photographs can you take connected to this theme?  

What skills do you need to demonstrate?  

What artists will you research and why?  

How can we fully analyse the work of an artist?  

How can we work in the style of an artist?  

What are the characteristics of your artists?  

What can you take further from all artists?  

How do you select which ideas to take forward?  

How can we refine our work?  

How can we develop ideas?  

What will our final piece/s be?   

What do I need to practice before presenting a final piece? 



Key knowledge 

and concepts  

Knowledge of assessment objectives for GCSE  

Selecting suitable sources  

Identifying own strengths with media  

Planning photography  

Understanding characteristics of artists  

Developing ideas  

Refining work   

Presentation   

Annotation  

  

  

  

Knowledge of assessment objectives for GCSE  

Identifying own strengths and media  

Selecting appropriate images  

Planning photography  

Selecting suitable artists  

Understanding of characteristics of artists  

Generating ideas  

Developing ideas  

Refining work  

Presentation   

Annotation  

Producing a personal and original response  

Skills 

 

Shape  

Tone  

Proportion  

Layering   

Colour blending  

Artist analysis   

Artist research  

Applying texture  

Developing ideas  

Personal response  

Independence  

Shape  

Tone  

Proportion  

Layering   

Colour blending  

Artist analysis   

Artist research  

Applying texture  

Developing ideas  

Personal response  

Independence  

Assessment &  

Educational 

Visit 

Opportunities  

  

Tate Modern London  

  

  

  

  

 

 
 


