
 

History Curriculum Map 
 

Key knowledge & skills to be mastered by students 

 Learning Period 1 Learning Period 2 Learning Period 3 Learning Period 4 Learning Period 5 Learning Period 6 

Year 7 

Themes  The world in 1000 Contested power Empire, connection + 
trade 

Instability and new ideas Religious revolution  Early Empire 

Enquiry 
Questions  

1. What was 
Constantinople? 

2. What connected 
Baghdad and Cordoba 
in the 10th century? 

3. What can we learn from 
what the monks left 
behind at Conques? 

1. To what extent did 
the Normans bring a 
truckload of trouble? 

2. How on earth did the 
Crusaders make it all 
the way in to 
Jerusalem? 

1. What made Mansa 
Musa exceptional? 

2. How do you make a 
road out of silk? 

1. Who can tell us 
about Medieval Life? 

2. Who really went to 
war in 1455? 

1. Martin Luther, father 
of the Reformation? 

2. To what extent was the 
Reformation in 
England a Car Crash? 

1. Streets paved with Gold: 
how on earth did the 
Aztecs do it? 

2. How did England come 
to rule the waves? 

Second Order 
Concept 

Similarity & Difference Change & Continuity 
Causation 

Significance 
Consequence 

Evidential 
Interpretation 

Causation 
Change & Continuity 

Causation 

Justification Constantinople: Hinge 
between Ancient Rome & 
Medieval World (continuity 
with KS2) but also hinge 
between East and West. 
Returned to throughout 
Year 7 & beyond.  
Islam & Christendom: 
Establishing key themes and 
world building for rest of the 
curriculum. 
 

Normans: Key turning 
point in British History, 
setting the scene for 
Britain in the narrative 
and establishing key 
concepts (including 
conflict).  
Crusades: Interaction 
(conflict) of worlds 
established, England, 
Europe, Holy Lands. 
Picking up on themes 
from term 1.  

 

Mansa Musa: Function 
of kingdoms and proto-
empire, setting context 
for return to West 
Africa later but also 
reinforcing success 
outside of Europe.  
Silk Roads: Breadth unit 
– geographically and 
chronologically 
encompassing study so 
far and connecting key 
locations. Establishing 
relations through trade 
rather than just conflict. 
Migration of ideas.  

Medieval Life: 
Establishing key elements 
in the Middle Ages 
(growth of Towns /role of 
women/ treatment of 
Jews) 
War of Roses: A 
transition from medieval 
England to the Tudor era, 
revisit royal instability, 
challenges to authority, 
role of women. 

 

Luther: Return to daily 
religious life in Europe, pick 
up on themes of 
challenging authority, set 
Luther within this wider 
narrative. 
Reformation: Return to 
structure of government 
and build on this 
understanding. Build on 
tension between church 
and state. Critical for KS4. 
 

Aztecs: Return to themes of 
governance, trade and 
empire. But also, a chance to 
shift the lens of colonisation 
to the colonised. 
Spain + England: Bring it all 
together. Clash of empires, 
religious warfare, trade 
competition. Curriculum as a 
whole must be understood. 
 

Substantive 
Concepts 

Christianity, The Church, 
Islam, Empire, Conquest, 
Trade, Migration, 
Monarchy, Power, Dynasty, 
Knowledge, Society 

Conquest, Rebellion, 
Christianity, Islam,  
Feudalism, Monarchy, 
Papacy, Holy War, Society 

Trade, Commerce, 
Governance, Power, 
Migration, Empire 

Settlements, Taxation, 
Monarchy, Feudalism, 
Succession, Dynasty, 
Power, 
Literacy/Knowledge, 
Gender, society 

Christianity, Sovereignty, 
Literacy, Catholic, 
Protestant, Papacy, 
Rebellion, Monarchy, 
Power, Advisors 

Culture, Trade, Governance, 
Society, Empire, 
Administration, Conquest, 
Migration, Exploration, 
Navigation, Subjugation 



 

Key knowledge & skills to be mastered by students 

 Learning Period 1 Learning Period 2 Learning Period 3 Learning Period 4 Learning Period 5 Learning Period 6 

Year 8 

Themes  Emerging Empires Contested power Expanding Empires Revolution + technology Revolution + technology Fighting for freedom 

Enquiry 
Questions  

1. What really mattered 
to the Mughals? 

2. Did the 
Mayflower land in a 
'New World'? 

1. Why did people 
choose sides in the 
Civil War? 

2. When did the 
Monarchy lose its 
power? 

1. Abolitionists or 
agency, why was 
Slavery Abolished? 

2. “Good thing vs Era of 
Darkness”, why has 
the British Empire 
been seen so 
differently? 

1. Was the 
Enlightenment really 
Scottish? 

2. Why was the 18th 
Century a century of 
revolution? 

1. “Disastrous and 
terrible”, an apt 
description of the 
Industrial Revolution? 

2. What makes 
Birmingham’s 
‘lunatics’ worth 
learning about 

1. Was there more 
continuity than change 
in British-Jamaican 
relations 1760-1870? 

2. How should we 
remember the Peterloo 
Massacre? 

Second Order 
Concept 

Significance 
Consequence 

Causation  
Change & Continuity 

Causation 
Interpretations 

Similarity & Difference 
Causation 

Change & Continuity 
Significance 

Change & Continuity 
Significance 

Justification Mughals: Developing 
empire schema and 
explicitly focussing on 
meaning of culture and 
interaction of non-
Christian religions.  
Mayflower: Provide 
contrast of beginnings of 
British Empire with power 
of Mughals as well as 
developing contiguous 
chronological framework.  

Power of the Monarchy: 
Develops schema of 
power and monarchy, 
establishing fluctuation 
over time. Challenges 
notion of linear decrease 
as well as rise of 
parliament and its 
functions. 
Civil War: Zooming in to 
the specific challenge 
parliament presented to 
monarchy during civil 
war, context given to the 
disagreement but focus 
will be on the human 
aspect of Civil War 

Transatlantic Slavery: 
Develops schema of 
migration through the 
exploration of forced 
migration, establishing the 
roles and actions of slaves 
in bringing about the end 
of slavery.  
British Empire: Develops 
on themes & concepts 
from Year 8 theme 1 and 
Year 7 themes 5 & 6, 
especially charting the 
shift in power towards 
European Empires as well. 
 

Enlightenment: Provides 
context for major 
challenges to the status 

quo of the 18
th

 century.  
Revolutions: Explores 
major challenges to 
status quo, developing 
schemas of power and 
monarchy beyond the 
British context of theme 2 
and emphasising 
migration of ideas.  

 

Agricultural 
Development/Industrial 
Revolution: Adds strand to 
the schema of revolution 
and provides opportunity 
for local history to be used 
to explore major changes in 
British society  
Lunar Society: Use the 
Birmingham Lunar Society 
to link Britain to the wider 
world via trade and ideas. 
 

Stories of slavery & 
Peterloo: Forefronts the 
stories of ‘ordinary’ people 
and concepts explored 
throughout the year, 
emphasising agency of 
individuals rather than 'great 
forces’ 
Victorian town: Provides 
opportunity to reflect on 
changes in society since start 
of Year 7 Curriculum and 
provides context for Year 9 
. 
 

Substantive 
Concepts 

Empire, arts, culture, 
dynasty, conquest, trade, 
colonialism, society, 

Civil War, Absolutism, 
Constitutional, Monarchy 
Taxation, Parliament, 
government, public, 
democracy, power, 

Empire, subjugation, 
colonialism, trade, 
commerce, imperialism, 
capitalism, globalism, 
jingoism, slavery, society 

Revolution, 
Enlightenment, Taxation, 
knowledge, ideology, 
popular protest, agency, 
liberation, representation 

Revolution, Industrial, 
Agricultural, Social Class, 
representation, 
settlement, agency, 
urbanisation, 
consumerism, knowledge, 
globalism, poverty 

Oppression, agency, 
representation, 
emancipation, democracy, 
power, colonial society, 
popular protest, poverty, 
class 

 

 

 



 

 

Key knowledge & skills to be mastered by students 

 Learning Period 1 Learning Period 2 Learning Period 3 Learning Period 4 Learning Period 5 Learning Period 6 

Year 9 

Themes  Crime and Punishment Democracy The World at War Genocide Local History Big ideas 

Enquiry 
Questions  

1. Have the causes of 
crime stayed the 
same since the 11th 
century? 

2. Could you get justice 
before the 20th 
century? 

1. What is democracy 
and does it work? 

2. Do the people always 
make the right 
decision? 

1. Why was one World 
War not enough? 

2. What was the 
experience of war in 
the 20th century? 

1. Who was responsible 
for the Holocaust? 

2. How can we explain 
genocide in Rwanda? 

1. What was the most 
important thing that 
happened in Sholing? 

1. What was the most 
important idea of all 
time? 

2. Can we live without 
technology? 

Second Order 
Concept 

Change & Continuity 
Similarity & Difference 

Change & Continuity 
Consequence 

Causation/ Consequence 
Similarity & Difference 

Interpretations 
Causation 

Change & Continuity 
Significance 

Interpretations 
Similarity & Difference 

Justification Law and order: The 
thematic approach to 
crime and punishment 
will allow students to 
make connections from 
one period to the next.  
Themes such as justice 
will run through the 
enquiry. 

Democracy: Picks up on a 
number of themes from 
Year 8 to establish nature 
of democracy in Britain 
and the impact the 
growing franchise had on 
class in Britain, with 
agency and actions of 
specific groups driving 
the narrative. 

World Wars: Draws 
together the various 
worlds explored 
throughout he curriculum 
to explore their repeated 
collision in the 20th 
century and setting the 
scene for the later 
exploration of ideologies. 
Experience of War:  
focusses on the changing 
nature of warfare on 
impact of war on civilians 
as well as soldiers (beyond 
home-front in Britain and 
white soldiers on the 
Western Front). 
 

Holocaust: Forefronts 
agency of individuals in all 
positions in society in the 
holocaust. Builds on the 
previous theme to 
explore the impact of 
ideologies and again 
question ideas of 
progress in the 20th 
century.  
Rwanda: Ties in themes 
of empire, ideology and 
conflict to examine 
horror of genocide in 
Rwanda. 

Southampton: A local 
study of our city.  Students 
will explore the changing 
nature of Southampton 
from the Medieval period 
to the modern day.  
Students will see how the 
French, religious 
persecution, the industrial 
revolution and the Second 
World War has left its mark 
on the place we live. 

Technology: Returning to our 
thematic approach the study 
of some of the most 
significant inventions and 
their impact will be explored. 
 

Substantive 
Concepts 

Justice, Power, Tolerance, 
Respect, Crime, 
Punishments. Morality 

Democracy, Poverty, 
Representation, class, 
Suffrage, parliament, 
protest, Welfare 

Appeasement, Empire, 
Imperialism, Nationalism, 
Militarism, Alliances, 
Diplomacy, ideology 

Holocaust, Genocide, 
Empire, Conflict, 
ideology, legislation, 

Trade, Transport, Defence, 
Manufacturing, 
Persecution, Immigration, 
Emigration 

Inventions, Impact, Science, 
Space, Exploration, Health 

 

 



  

Year 10 

Topic title  Queen, government and 
religion, 1558–69 

Challenges to 
Elizabeth at home and 

abroad, 1569–88 

Elizabethan society in 
the Age of Exploration, 

1558–88 

The early settlement of the West, 
c1835–c1862 

Development of the 
plains, c1862–c1876 

Conflicts and conquest, 
c1876–c1895 

Key 
questions 

  
  

1. What was happening in 
Europe in the 16th 
Century?  

2. How  did 
Elizabeth’s early life 

shape her character?  
3. How did Elizabeth run 

 her government? 
4. What  was 

Elizabeth’s relationship 

with Parliament like? 
5. Why  was 

marriage important?  
6. Who would follow 

Elizabeth?  
7. What  was 

Elizabeth’s Religious 
Settlement?  

8. How did Elizabeth 
respond to opposition to 
her religious 
settlement?  

9. How big a threat was 
Mary, Queen of Scots?  

1. How serious was 
the Northern 
Rebellion to 
Elizabeth’s rule?  

2. How serious were 
the Catholic Plots 
against Elizabeth 
between 
15711586?  

3. Was Elizabeth right 
to execute her 
cousin?  

4. What caused the 
conflict with Spain?  

5. Why  did 
 the Spanish 
Armada fail?  

1. How was Elizabethan 
society ordered?  

2. Was 1558-1588 a 
‘golden age’ of 
culture for 
Elizabethans?  

3. Why did Theatre 
change in 
Elizabethan England? 
4. What was the 
Elizabethan poverty 
crisis?  

4. How effective were 
the Elizabethan Poor 
Laws?  

5. Why were Francis 
Drake’s voyages of 
exploration 
important? 7. Who 
was Sir Walter 
Raleigh and why was 
he important to 
Elizabethan England?  

6. Why did the Virginia 
Colony fail?  

1. How was the Plains Indians 
society structured & how did 
they survive?  

2. What was important to the 
Plains Indians?  

3. How did US Government Policy 
towards the Plains People 
change?  

4. What Push and Pull factors 
encouraged migration west?  

5. What difficulties did the 
migrants face journeying West?  

6. What happened to the Donner 
Party?  

7. Why did the Mormons Settle in 
the West?  

8. How important was Brigham 
Young to the Mormon’s 
success?  

9. How did Homesteaders solve 
the problems of living on the 
Plains?  

10. What were the causes of tension 
between the Settlers and Plains 
Indians?  

11. How were problems with 
lawlessness tackled in the early 
settlements?  

1. Why did the number 
of Homesteaders 
increase between 
1862 and 1876?  

2. Why did problems of 
law and order 
continue to develop 
in the West?  

3. Why did the Cattle 
Industry grow so 
rapidly after the Civil 
War?  

4. How did the role of 
the Cowboy change?  

5. Why was there 
rivalry between 
Ranchers and 
Homesteaders?  

6. What was the impact 
of the railroads, 
mining & the cattle 
industry on the 
Plains Indians?  

7. Causes and 
Consequences of  

Conflict with the  
Plains Indians   

1. How did farming and 
the cattle industry 
change between 1876 
and 1895?  

2. How and why did 
settlements continue 
to grow?  

3. Were there solutions 
to the problems of law 
and order by 1895?  

4. Why was the Johnson 
County war 
important?  

5. Why were the  
conflicts at the Little  
Bighorn and  
Wounded Knee 
important?  

6. How did the US 
government destroy 
the buffalo and the 
Indian way of life?  

7. How did the US 
government destroy 
the Indian way of life 
through assimilation?  

  

Key 
knowledge 

and concepts  

Early Elizabethan England, 1558-1588  
This depth study covers a short period of time and requires students to know 
about society, people and events in detail.  Students will need to know how 
different aspects of the period fit together and affect each other.  

The American West, 1835 – 1895  
The period study covers a specific period that spans approximately 50 years.  Students will 
need to be able to analyse the events surrounding important developments and issues that 
happened in this period.  Students will need to understand how the different topics covered 
fit into the overall narrative.  

Skills  • Analysis of causation  
• Description of key features,  
• Evaluation of causes/consequences.  

• Narrative analysis  
• Significance  
• Importance  

   •  Consequence.  
 
 
 

https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zcnqsg8/revision/4
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zcnqsg8/revision/4
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zcnqsg8/revision/4
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zcnqsg8/revision/4
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zcnqsg8/revision/4
https://www.bbc.com/education/guides/zcnqsg8/revision/4


Year 11 

Topic title  The Weimar Republic 1918-29  Hitler’s rise to power 1919-33  Nazi control and dictatorship 1933- 
39  

Life in Nazi Germany 1933-39  

Key questions  
  
  

• How was the Weimar republic founded 
from the ashes of the First World War?  

• What were the strengths and weaknesses of 
the new Weimar government, and the 
constitution?  

• What was the impact of the treaty of 
Versailles on Weimar?  

• How did opposition from the Right wing 
(Kapp putsch) and Left wing (Spartacists) 
threaten the stability of the new Weimar 
government?  

• Why was 1923 such a difficult year?  
• How did Gustav Stresemann help Weimar 

to recover from the crises of 1923?  

• What was life like in 1920’s Weimar (living 
standards, culture, women)  

• How did Adolf Hitler become involved 
with the Nazi party, and what part did 
he play in their early success?  

• What role did the SA play in the rise of 
the Nazis?  

• Why was the Munich Putsch 1923 a 
significant event?  

• Why were the Nazis ‘in the wilderness’ 
between 1924-28?  

• How did the Wall street crash affect 
Weimar?  

• Why did people support the Nazi party?  
• How did Hitler become chancellor?  

• How did the Reichstag fire help 
solidify the Nazi’ control on 
Germany?  

• How did Hitler overcome the 
hurdles to total control?  

• How did the Nazis use the knight 
of the long knives to eliminate any 
opposition?  

• How did Nazi Germany become a 
police state?  

• How was propaganda used to 
influence the German people?  

• How did some people oppose the 
Nazi state?  

• What were the Nazi’s views on 
women and family life?  

• What were Nazi policies 
towards the youth like?  

• How did the standard of living 
change under the Nazis?  

• How did the Nazis persecute 
minority groups?  

Key knowledge 
and concepts  

Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918-1939  
This modern depth study covers a short period of time and requires students to know about the historical events in depth.  Students will need to understand how different 
aspects such as, social, economic, political, cultural and military interact with each other.  

Skills • Describing the rate and extent of change/continuity over a 21-year period.  
• Explaining causal links between events and consequences  
• Understanding the significance of various factors in the build up to outcomes  
• Source analysis and comparison of interpretations  
• Chronological knowledge of key events  
• Understanding of the diverse experiences of people from different backgrounds  
• Arguing and justifying viewpoints  
• Analysing and comparing multiple viewpoints on a topic  
• Making inferences about sources  
• Judging source utility, based on content, provenance and own knowledge  
• Retention and retrieval of accurate historical knowledge 

 

 


