
 

 
30th March 2022 
 
Dear parents, 
 
As you will be aware Covid cases continue to significantly increase across the city and as a 
result schools are being forced to ask some year groups to remain at home to access remote 
learning, and this includes local schools in our area. 
 
I am writing to inform you that we are again experiencing significant staff absence and this 
includes supply teachers who themselves have Covid related illness. It has simply not been 
possible to cover all the classes reasonably and therefore, with regret, I am writing to inform 
you of my decision to move to remote learning for Year 8 and 9 students on Thursday 31st 
March and Friday 1st April.  
 
This is a difficult decision which I have again not taken lightly.  It is unfortunately not 
possible to operate safely for all our students over the next two days due to a large number 
of teaching and support staff who are absent from school due to sickness. 
 
Year 8 and 9 students will return to school on Monday 4th April.  If the rates of staff absence 
continue we will then be asking Year 7 and 10 students to move to remote learning on 
Monday 4th and Tuesday 5th April.  We will provide an update in due course. 
 
As staff will be allocated to cover for absent colleagues for those students who remain in 
school, there may not be the ability to provide for live lessons . However appropriate work 
will be provided in these instances. All students will have access to their iPad through the 
Horizon project, to ensure a seamless transition to blended learning. 
  
I have discussed the current situation with the Local Authority and with Oasis Community 
Learning. 
 
If circumstances change for the better then please be assured that we will return to normal 
operation as quickly as possible. 
 
We have prioritised for Year 11 students to remain in school as they are preparing for their 
GCSE exams. 
 
 



 

For those students in receipt of free school meals we will be sending a link to a £5 voucher. 
 
Please note that the school remains open for those students not identified for remote 
learning. 
 
I am grateful for your continued understanding and patience and we will continue to 
communicate regularly with regard to further actions. We look forward to welcoming Year 8 
and 9 students back on Monday 4th April, and I will be in touch over the next few days with 
any further plans for next week. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Martin Brown 
Principal 
 
 


