
 

 

 
 
9th December 2021 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
 
As we fast approach the end of term we find, sadly, that the spectre of Covid continues to affect our 
communities. This time last year I was contacting parents with a message of hope, but an 
announcement from the government with regards to on site testing after the break and an increase 
in infection challenged that view. It seems that we have arrived full circle, with great regret having to 
cancel, again, our annual Church Carol Service at Bitterne Parish Church and prepare again for on-
site testing in January.  
 
However, I am privileged to see throughout this the effort that students and staff continue to make, 
ensuring that all students achieve their personal best and secondly your support despite the 
challenges you may be facing.  
 
Christmas Jumper extravaganza 
 
On Wednesday 15th December we will be participating in the annual Christmas Jumper extravaganza. 
Students are able to wear their Christmas jumpers or/and festive attire instead of normal school 
uniform. The cost will be £1 with all donations towards the academy charities including Save the 
Children. There was a fantastic feel to the day last year and this was welcomed by all especially at 
the end of such a long term.  
 
On the same day, as part of the activities, we will also have our annual Christmas meal. As you know, 
this year the academy will fund the meal as a thank you to the students for their hard work. We have 
previously mentioned in communication that there will be no alternative food service at break and 
lunch and that students will need to have their food ticket ready on the day. 
 
Academy Parliament 
 
On the 23rd November, we held our first meeting of our Academy Parliament.  Over 50 students 
attended, representing their peers and providing student voice on a number of academy, local and 
national topics.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
Topics discussed included: 
 
Academy-How can we improve our House identify? 
Local- -How can we make Southampton safer for young people – Guest Speaker: Chris Brown, 
Community Cohesion Manager, Southampton Violence Reduction Unit 
National-Supporting Southampton’s bid to become a Unicef recognised Child friendly city’ -Guest 
speaker: Sallie White , Child Friendly Project officer, Southampton City Council. 
 
The students were excellent, and put forward some passionate and articulate representation, 
allowing their opinions to be heard on an academy, local and national level. This has led to both 
Chris and Sallie requesting the opportunity to come back in the new year for further work with our 
students, as well as Oasis Academy Sholing becoming the first Child Friendly Cities Ambassador 
school for Southampton. 
 
 

 
 
St Giles’ Trust 
On 25th November, our Year 7 students participated in a workshop with Richard and Nathan from St 
Giles’ Trust, giving students an insight into the dangers of county lines and gang crime, as well as the 
warning signs of grooming for gang involvement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
New Directions project 
 
We were excited to welcome local musicians Tyrone and Shannon B who worked with a group of our 
year 9 and 10 students in a musical workshop. This was a key aspect of their involvement in the New 
Directions Project which contributes to the students’ portfolio of evidence for their National Arts 
Award. They certainly caused a stir at the end of the school day and there seemed to be a lot of 
excitement around their visit.  
 
Cyber Ambassadors 
In the new Year, we will be training up our first group of Cyber Ambassadors as part of the 
Pathfinder program, run by the Police and Crime Commissioners office. The aim of the scheme is to 
increase awareness of e safety and help our students to stay safe online. Any students who are 
interested in taking part should contact Mr Ranger for further info. 
 
Extra Curricular clubs 
I was really pleased to see that despite the restrictions from the current covid response we were 
able to significantly increase our extra-curricular activities with over a third of our students 
participating in an extra-curricular team or club. Please keep our eyes peeled for the updated 
timetable in the new year.  
 
Photography competition 
It was fantastic to see the entries for the Festive Card competition. We had a large number of entries 
and I am pleased to say that the following photos were selected for a prize.  As part of the 
competition the photography club created festive “Slinkachu” style scenes (with the miniature 
people!). 
 

 
 
Holly Farmer   William Fletcher   Caitlin Weafer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Well done Millie Pearce for the winning entry which 
will be used for the official Academy digital 
Christmas Greeting this year.  
 
 

 

 

Uniform  

Thank you parents for your support with regards to ensuring that your child arrives in full school 
uniform. In a timely, yearly, Grinch message, a gentle reminder that only black leather trainers are 
allowed , no other trainers are permitted. We have also seen a slight increase in hoodies being worn 
in place of blazers, these are also not allowed. Students can wear coats, over their blazers due to 
inclement weather conditions but not as a replacement for their blazer. Finally a reminder as 
Christmas approaches that nose studs are not allowed.  
 
Supporting children and families in need 
 
It is due to the current situation we have seen a dramatic increase in families needing support 
especially with food supplies. Since lockdown in March 2020 we have continued to provide food 
parcels and daily meals either in school or at home. We have also linked with our local church food 
bank to donate excess food supplies.  
 
As with previous holidays, we will be providing all parents entitled to Free School Meals with 
vouchers, for £15.00 per child per week. The details will be sent to you via email early next week. 
 

School closure due to inclement weather 

As we approach the inclement weather can I re-emphasise school closure due to unforeseen 

circumstances. The decision to close a school will never be made lightly and consideration must be 
given to the safety of the students, parents and staff, this includes the journey to and from school, 
the safety of the site and efficiency of the heating system. In the event of a closure due to adverse 
weather conditions or other unforeseen emergencies, the Cluster Headteachers and Oasis South 

Coast Principals will work together to ensure that similar decisions regarding opening or closing are 
made for all or some of the schools.  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Should it be necessary to close the Academy in the event of an emergency, we will keep you 
informed through our text messaging service, the school website and the local authority website 

(www.southampton.gov.uk ). We are anticipating that if closure does occur lessons will be delivered 

remotely. 

The autumn term will end on Friday 17th December at 2.40pm and spring term will commence 
officially on Tuesday 4th January. However please note that this may change with current planning 
regarding on-site testing. Confirmation will be issued early next week. We will end the term not 
being beaten by Covid delivering our Christmas message presented remotely to all students and staff. 

I would like to take this opportunity on behalf of all the students and staff at Oasis Academy Sholing 

to wish you a restful and enjoyable festive holiday looking forward to a well-deserved break! 

Please note these dates for your calendar for next term 

 

Wednesday 5th January   Year 11 Parents Evening 

Monday 24th January   Year 7 Parents Evening 

Wednesday 2nd February  Year 9 Options/Parents Evening 

Monday 21st – Friday 25th February Half Term 

    

 

Kind regards 

 
 
Martin Brown 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 


