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Dear Parents 

 

We have reached the midpoint of Year 8; time seems to be flying by. We now have only 6 months left  

before going into Year 9 and starting GCSE studies.  It feels like only yesterday we were getting ready for 

Avon Tyrell! 

Reward Points 

I am pleased to say we are still leading the school in Reward points.  We have currently amassed over 

24,000 points so far, and are starting to pull well clear of Year 7 in second place, let’s keep it up!  

Attendance  

We remain in 3rd place for attendance, still trailing behind Year 7 and Year 9.  Our number of students 

with 100% is now down to only 24 so massive congratulations to them for managing a perfect attendance 

this year. 

Sporting Success 

We have had a huge number of students involved in different sporting ventures this half term, with our 

year group being successful in a number of different fields.   

 Boys football - Currently undefeated in the league, with a string of great results behind them, the 

boys have had a great season so far, both in 5 and 11 a side.  They have won the Southampton 5 a 

side cup, and recently beat Cowplain in the Hampshire cup to progress to the next round.  Also, a  

special mention goes to Marley Cullum who bagged a hat trick in the league against local rivals 

Bitterne Park. 

 Girls football - Not to be outdone, the girls 5’s team have also had cup success, with a number of 

our girls also playing in the mixed Year 8/9 team, who are also in the midst of a successful cup run. 

 Both the girls A and B Netball teams have had a great run of form, with a number of victories under 

their belts this season already. 

 The boys basketball team is also up and running, and although they have been less successful, they 

are steadily improving and showing some real potential. 

 Finally, Dodgeball club has started every Wednesday after school, see Mr Bryant for more details. 

 

Options 

We have reached what is undoubtedly one of the most important months in the 5 years a student will 

spend at TSTC; GCSE Options month.  After half term, Year 8 students will be making their choices for 

what subjects they will take for GCSE.  All students will sit English Literature, English Language, Maths, 

and Double Science, as well as having lessons in PSHE (known as iFutures) and PE which will not be exam-

ined.  Beyond that, students will pick 3/4 further options which they will study for the remainder of their 

time at TSTC.  



Each student will be selected for a pathway, taking into account their KS2 data as well as their current 

attainment. The pathway that a student is placed on will determine which subjects are available to them. 

 

Once students know which pathway they are on, they will have a number of different opportunities to 

find out more about their potential options.  This will include: 

 Special assemblies from subjects they would not have already studied such a Media Studies and 

Health and Social Care 

 Q+A in tutor time with me, an opportunity to ask any questions they may have 

 Parents evening (Wednesday 7th March) 

 Joint tutor time with Year 10 students to discuss how they have found their various option subjects.   

 1 to 1 tutor discussion about subject choices. 

 

The deadline for Options forms will be Thursday 15th March, and more information will be sent home 

after half term. 

Other news: 

 Our Christmas fayre back in December raised a huge £700.  It was lovely to see so many students 

and family members attending, as well as the fantastic effort put in by each of the tutor groups.  

Well done to 8T and 8N in particular, who both won the ‘best stall’ award. 

 A number of our boys were involved in the Saints Foundation project this term, working on  

leadership skills and communication, which culminated in the students leading a session at Sholing 

Infants.  Well done to Louie Willetts, Oscar Craddock and Jack Jennings, who each represented the 

school. 

 Congrats to all of our new Numeracy Ninjas Grand Masters for this half term: 

 Oscar Taylor 

 Charlie Hughes 

 Dan New 

 Jake Featherstone 

 A number of our students have been busy preparing for the Magistrates Mock Trial competition in 

March.  They have been meeting weekly to prepare the prosecution, defence and judgement of a 

fictional trial and are looking forward to the competition next month. 

 This term we have also started running a Challenge Café for our Gifted and Talented students.  

More on that next time! 

 

Have a lovely half term, and I look forward to seeing you all at Parents’ Evening when we come back. 

 

Kind Regards 

 

Mr C Dale 

Head of Year 8 


