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Dear Parents 

 

As a very busy (and snowy!) half term draws to a close, I would like to take this opportunity to  

update you on what has been a very jam packed half term for Year 8. 

Options 

Probably the biggest and most exciting story of the half term is that now all of our students have selected 

their GCSE options.  We had a number of things going on over Options fortnight, which enabled students 

to make sensible and informed decisions.  These included tutor time Q and A’s, assemblies, and an  

opportunity to talk to Year 10 students about their experiences studying for GCSEs.  On top of this, every 

student had an interview with either their tutor, Mrs Lynch, Mrs Jones or myself.  I would like to  

commend the sensible and mature way in which our students approached the options process; I’m sure 

that it will prove to have been a valuable experience.  

Reward Points 

Year 7 are catching us up, but we remain out in the lead with around 28,000 reward points this academic 

year.  As I mentioned in one of my previous newsletters, we have also started our new House system  

recently, with reward points being transferred into house points.  Current standings are as follows: 

 

1st - Terra 

2nd - Ignis 

3rd - Ventus 

4th - Aqua 

 

On the subject of Houses, congratulations to the following students who have been selected as House  

Captain and Vice Captains for each of their tutor groups: 

Aqua Ignis Terra Ventus 
8S 8I 8H 8N 8O 8G 8L 8T 

Captain: 
Kiera 
McHugh 

Vice  
Captain: 
Henry 
Brown 

  

Captain: 
Grace  
Barrett 

Vice  
Captain: 
Anna 
Grubb 

  

Captain: 
Sophie 
Paynter 

Vice  
Captain: 
Elliot 
Smith 

  

Captain: 
Ella Carr 

Vice  
Captain: 
Freddie 
Bartlett 

  

Captain: 
Bradley 
Crimble 

Vice  
Captain: 
Ruby 
Baker 

  

Captain: 
Ben  
Lewis 

Vice  
Captain: 
Imogen 
Culwick 

  

Captain: 
Livia 
Caplen 

Vice  
Captain: 
Abi Wilson 

  

Captain: 
Daisy  
Bennett 

Vice  
Captain: 
Izzy 
Downes 

  



Attendance 

We have not yet managed to catch Year 9, and remain in third place, but the gap is getting smaller every 

week.  We are now only 0.4% behind second place, meaning if we had a full week’s attendance from the 

whole year group, we would jump into second place.  Students continue to go over SOL attendance every 

Monday in tutor time, and I have been impressed that every student I have spoken to is aware of their 

current attendance.  Thank you for your continued support as parents and carers in driving this forward. 

 

Magistrates Mock Trial Competition  
Nine of our students (along with 3 Year 9 students) took part in Southampton Magistrates Mock Trial 

competition last weekend.  They had spent time every week preparing to present a case in the Crown 

Court, with students taking the roles of Lawyers, Witnesses, Defendants, Usher and Magistrates.   

Students competed against other schools, with our defence team facing off against Admiral Lord Nelson 

and our prosecution team competing with Christ the King College from the Isle of Wight.  The team did a  

fantastic job, winning both of their cases, and were only narrowly beaten overall on points by eventual 

winners Westgate.  A fantastic achievement in itself, this is even more impressive given that the majority 

of schools that they were competing against were in Year 9.  I look forward to working with them on the 

next case next year.  A big well done to: 

 

Anna Grubb - Prosecution Solicitor   Lily Millard - Defence Solicitor (Year 9) 

Hermione Fall -Prosecution Solicitor  James Bailey - Defence Solicitor 

Harry King - Witness      Fletcher Cornwall - Defendant 

Maizie Rielly - Witness     Hannah Baker - Witness (Year 9) 

Henry Brown - Magistrate    Grace Barrett - Magistrate 

Megan Gayle - Magistrate (Year 9)   Kika Piper - Legal Advisor/Usher 

 
 

Academic opportunities 
We celebrated (a delayed) World book day a few weeks ago, with a number of games for students to take 

part in, including finding all of the teachers in literary fancy dress, and a book hunt around the school.  

TSTC continues to promote literacy with our daily DEAR time and half termly spelling bees, as well as  

celebrating National Poetry day (which will have taken place by the time you read this) and last week’s 

Book Fair. 

 

Not wanting to be outdone, the Maths department also had a number of activities taking place to  

celebrate ‘Pi day’ (14th March, or as it would appear on the US calendar, 3.14).  Undoubtedly the most 

popular aspect of the day was the pies on offer in the canteen!  Much like literacy, numeracy remains a 

key part of our tutor program, with ‘Numeracy Ninjas’ happening each week.  Well done to our most  

recent ‘Black Belt’, Harvey Olsen. 

 

Our Science department also had an exciting week to celebrate British Science week, including a visit from 

the Dogs Trust, a ‘find the scientists’ treasure hunt around the school, and each year group taking part in 

an exciting practical experiment for one of their lessons that week. 



Sporting Success 
We’ve had a huge number of students involved in different sporting ventures this half term, with our year 

group being successful in a number of different fields.   

 Girls football – the team won their first round cup game against St. George's College, and are  

therefore through to the next round after half term. Kiera McHugh, Hayley Johnson and Sophia 

Barnes have all also made appearances for the Year 9 team - great work girls!  Special  

congratulations to Hayley who has been selected to play for Hampshire Under 14’s, meaning not 

only is she representing the county, but also playing a year above her age! 

 Girls Netball - we have been able to enter two teams this year to represent Sholing U13's due to 

such great interest and commitment from the girls in this year group. They have played a number of 

league matches this term, and the Year 8 A Team are playing for the title against Redbridge next 

week. The Year 8 B team have also had a number of successful games over this half term, and  

continue to progress further each week.  

 The Boys football team also continue to do well, and are currently sitting mid table. 

 We have a new group of students working with the Saints Foundation project this term, working on 

leadership skills and communication.  

 

Other news: 
 As I write this, preparations are underway for the Easter Fayre, which will have taken place by the 

time this reaches you.  Thank you to those who have supported the school by helping out, or  

coming along to join in with the activities provided by our students. 

 Thank you to those of you who attended our Parents evening a few weeks ago.  We had a very  

successful turn out, and I believe it was a really useful opportunity to discuss progress prior to  

making option choices.   

 Our Careers Day on 7th March was a very productive day, with a number of outside agencies coming 

in to work with our students and give them advice on their future career aspirations.  Thanks to the 

careers team for arranging this. 

 This term we have also been running a Challenge Café for our Gifted and Talented students.  The 

group meet every Tuesday, and have covered a diverse range of topics including Anthropology,  

Classical Civilizations, Nutrition and the meaning of success.  They have also had a published author 

come in to speak to them, and there has been a really positive buzz at their sessions. 

 

Have a lovely Easter break, fingers crossed that we’ve seen the last of the snow! 

Kind Regards 

 

Mr C Dale 

Head of Year 8 


