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Year 7 

To begin, I would like to say a huge well done to our year seven students for their perseverance and resilience 
in the face of the lock down and school closure. They have worked hard, in challenging circumstances and 
without the immediately available support from their teachers, and their tutors and I are very proud of them. A 
special mention goes to the small group of students who continued their work in school right through the 
lockdown. Whilst the school was eerily quiet and empty, they continued to attend and work hard despite their 
usual groups of friends and teachers not being there with them.  

As parent myself, I have learnt through the lockdown just how hard it is to organise and keep children going 
with their home learning. I thought, as a teacher that it would relatively straightforward task, but as I and so 
many others have learnt it really hasn’t been straightforward at all. I would like to say a thank you to all our 
parents who have supported your children in completing their home learning activities around all the other 
demands on your time. It really has made a difference to them. 

I am very conscious that we have not been able to issue reports or have a parents evening as we would 
normally have done by this time in the school year. I hope that the feedback that your child’s teachers have 
been sending them by email has given you some idea of their progress, and we will look to do reports and 
organise a parents evening where you can meet your child’s subject teachers once we have been able to do 
meaningful assessments in the new school year and government guidelines allow us to invite parents on to the 
school site again. 

We know that all our students will be arriving back in September at different starting points with their learning 
and having had very different experience during the closure. Your child’s tutor, class teachers and myself are 
working hard to make the return to normal school as successful as possible for them, and would ask that if 
you have any questions or concerns that you do get in touch with your child’s tutor in the first instance. 

Finally, the year 7 tutor team would like to give the message below to our students.  

With best wishes, 
Mr Wilkinson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 

 
Well goodness me what a year we have had year 8s. I cannot quite comprehend that when we go back you 
will all be in year nine! How did that happen so fast? I wanted to let you know how proud I am of you all, you 
have shown such great courage and resilience during lockdown, which can only be described as a challenging 
time for us all.  
 
The year has been full of change and I would like to thank all of the year 8 tutor team for going above and 
beyond in helping their tutees. You are all incredibly dedicated and such hardworking teachers. Our year group 
mentor Miss Masters also has helped you all along the way by giving you support or just a friendly face to 
guide you. 
 
From competing in The National Competence awards, Sumdog and Creative Arts week, you have achieved so 
many accomplishments and I look forward to more in year nine. 
Your approach to home learning has been fantastic, with engagement up nearly every week, you consistently 
push yourselves to be better and I certainly appreciate how difficult this must have been for you, again thank 
you. 
 
I recently said, “Lately life has been like a roller-coaster, lots of ups and downs, twists and turns, and a bit 
bumpy along the way, however we were all on the ride together and we all finished together. This is what we 
are a team. 
 
I cannot wait until I see you all in September where I can actually see your faces, hear your laughter and just 
see YOU. That is what I miss the most. 
 
Take care, have a wonderful summer and remember - be kind. 
 
Miss Sydenham 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 

First and foremost, I hope that you and your family are all healthy and well. Thank you to the huge number of 
students in year 9 that have been involved in home learning tasks and live lessons this term. I have received 
several messages of support and thanks from year 9 parents.  It is hard to believe that the term has already 
ended and another school year is about to start.  This year 2020 has been very different and this term has 
been very busy. A lot of the wonderful activities, trips and sporting events our students would have undertaken 
had to be put on hold, but we have still had lots of students in year 9 supporting several projects and funding 
projects in our in local community. We may not be able to gather together in the same room, but as year 9 
we’ve built a community that distance and disaster cannot break, which I think is our greatest achievement of 
all this term. 

I would like to thank staff and students for all their hard work and parents for your continued support in 
working in partnership to help achieve success for every child in year 9. I personally wish to thank all the Year 9 
tutors and support staff for making weekly support calls to parents over this lockdown period.  

This summer term we have had the pleasure of doing live online lessons using Microsoft Teams which will 
continue until the end of term on Friday 17th July. This lockdown has been a challenging period, but I am very 
proud of all year 9 students that got involved in home learning tasks and live lessons.  As we close for the 
summer holidays, it is important that if any students are behind to try and make time during the holidays to 
catch up on the work they have missed so when we return in September there is not a big gap in knowledge. 
All home learning tasks will still be on Bromcom and all live lesson recordings can be found on the Microsoft 
teams app in the chat room or directly at www.microsoftstream.com. Students just need to sign in with a 
school email address to view all the live lesson recordings available to them. 

We have had some students from Year 9 in school to support them with their online learning and getting them 
ready for a likely return to school in September. The students have been very appreciative of these sessions 
and tutors have shared with me how fantastic it is has been to be able see and speak to students face to face.   

Once again, a huge thank you to all staff, students, parents and carers for pulling together during these 
challenging and uncertain times. The strength of our community is clear. 

 I wish you all a wonderful summer  

Kind Regards  

Mr Chikiwa 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 

What a year!  I don’t think any of us anticipated in September where we would find ourselves at the end of 
July, but despite these strange and unusual times, year 10 have risen to the challenges that come with being 
senior students.  They have been the first year group to have live lessons on MS Teams, the first group to have 
lessons back in school, and will be the first year group to sit exams in a post lockdown world.  They have 
shown maturity and kindness to one another, and I have been incredibly impressed and proud of how well 
they have coped.  The groups that have been coming into school have set a very high bar for other year 
groups to follow in September with regards to attitude, engagement and behaviour, all the while keeping a 
smile on their faces.  We have also elected a fantastic new senior team, who I look forward to working with 
next year, who I believe will do an excellent job in leading forward student voice.  It seems only yesterday this 
group of students started out in Year 7, and now we are only 39 school weeks away from them completing 
year 11, how time has flown!  I wish you all a lovely and restful summer and look forward to welcoming 
everyone back in September. 

 

Mr Dale 

 

 

Year 11 

The end of 5 years came very suddenly and in the most unusual circumstances. The last time we were all 
together was the day after the announcement that all summer exams were cancelled.  You met the news with 
confusion, some were angry, some were relieved.  Although other students in the school community might 
consider you “the lucky ones”, and “enjoy your 6 month holiday” I know that many of you have been working 
hard during this time.  Initially, you continued to complete the work set by your teachers, however as we 
progressed colleges began providing your learning.  I know of those completing art projects, attending Live 
Lessons for A Level subjects or being tasked to understand health and safety provision for new 
apprenticeships.  Some have been taking part in work experience with family members which is an important 
life skills. 

We will be contacting you soon regarding distribution of exam results. 

 

Hello, new Year 7s 

We have been working with primary schools to ensure that the move up to Oasis Sholing is smooth. We look 
forward to welcoming them to the Academy in September and I am sure the whole Academy will support them 
to find their feet quickly. 

Mrs Chudley 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Great Work 

So long….. Farewell….. 
Well the summer is officially 
upon us! At last, I hear you 
all say. I wanted to let you 
all know how amazing you 
have all been for these last 
few months, you have 
continually shown such 
great resilience it has been 
truly awesome. 

I said at the beginning of the 
lockdown “a picture is worth 
a thousand words” and 
throughout the last three 
months I have had the 
privilege of seeing your 
thousand words behind 
your pictures, so from me 
THANK YOU. 

 

 
Luke Cooper found a slow worm cold and motionless outside his door! Slow worms are endangered species 
and protected under the wildlife act. Luke looked up this information himself and now can safely say slinky the 
slow worm is feeling a tad better! Well done Luke. 
“Painting with coffee” this is an amazing piece of artwork, so much detail! A fantastic piece produced by 
Sydney Bourke.  
Animal Farm pictures by Ted Whiting and Lewis May “All hail Napoleon” If you have not read this book please 
do, it hooks you right from the start! 
Kika in 10IN also made this fabulous portrait, what a talented young artist.  
 
Therefore, for the final week my “shout out winner” has to go to Luke Cooper, I love the fact that you have 
rescued and cared for the slow worm and that you also looked up the information to help an endangered 
species. A lovely act of kindness Luke. 
 
A fond farewell, look after yourselves in the summer and stay safe  
 
Miss Sydenham 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Cultural Capital 

Last week I spoke to you about the historical accuracy of different films, and this week’s cultural capital section 
of the newsletter is on a similar theme, but instead focusing on the Theatre, and in particular, the epic historical 
musical Hamilton, based on the life of American founding father Alexander Hamilton and his wife Elizabeth.   

 

The musical tells the story of Alexander rising up from an orphaned immigrant to being one of the most 
powerful men in all of America.  It uses rap, hip hop and soul to chart his rise, amidst the backdrop of the 
American revolution and founding as an independent country.  George Washington, the first President of the 
United States is represented as one of the main characters, along with other notable people from history such 
as James Madison, Thomas Jefferson and Arran Burr. 

 

The musical has a very modern and contemporary feel to it (challenging when showing events that happened 
250 years ago), with Cabinet debates being replaced by rap battles, and the founding fathers of the US 
breakdancing to celebrate winning independence.  Despite this, the musical is a pretty accurate retelling of the 
major events and people, while also bringing a modern twist to it.  We have spent a number of our cultural 
capital tutor times this year discussing being ‘Cultural Omnivores’, merging the worlds of popular culture and 
high culture together, and in Hamilton, we have a prime example of this being achieved.  Here is a clip of the 
cast performing at the White House for President Obama a few years ago: 
https://youtu.be/ZPrAKuOBWzw?t=523 

 

Mr Dale 

 

 

Well done 

I wanted to say a big well done to the students below who have been consistent in sending work to me and 
their English skills have improved as a result. Well done! 
 
Evan Baker   Ben Davis  Iza Kurowska   Luke Groen  
Charles Field   Ryan Marlow   Miles Baker  Keira Joyce  
Keira Williamson Jessica Morgan  
 

Miss Cummings 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

1 Million Steps for Diabetes 

A number of staff and students are taking part in the 1 million steps for Diabetes campaign. Erin Whittenham 
has done a magnificent job so far, as you can read and see below: 

“During the month of July my Mum and I have joined a team, for a friend’s daughter with type 1 diabetes, to 
walk a million steps. So far, we have raised £51.86 and Me and my Mum alone have walked 73,887 steps. 
The team together have walked 539,455 steps and it’s only the 9th of July! We know as a team we can do 
well over a million and support our charity by getting as much donated as possible.” 

 

 

If you would like to donate you can do so at their donation page here: 
https://step.diabetes.org.uk/pages/shireen-whittenham 

 

Well done and good luck for the rest of your challenge! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Junior Maths Challenge 

Last week students from 7S1, 7T1, 8S1 and 8T1 took part in the Junior Mathematical challenge run by the 
United Kingdom Mathematics Trust.  

It is a 60-minute, multiple-choice competition aimed at students across the UK.  

It encourages mathematical reasoning, precision of thought, and fluency in using basic mathematical 
techniques to solve interesting problems. 

Everyone who took part in the competition will receive a certificate of participation when we return in 
September. 

Some students were able to score in the top 40% of all students who took the challenge and achieved the 
following awards: 

Phoebe Banks Bronze 
Julia Fairclough Bronze 
Lily Corbin Bronze 
Dale Leach Silver and Best in Year 
Caitlin Dries Bronze 
Lucy Pratt Bronze 
Sophie Peters Silver 
Dominic Zygmaniak – Gold and Best in school 

 

Very well done to these students, this is an amazing achievement. 

Miss DCosta 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Man who made a Forest 

Deforestation is causing harm to our environment and is giving more ammunition to climate change. The fact 
that our Earth and the nature we live among can be destroyed so easily is a terrifying thought. Some say that it 
is out of their hands when it comes to climate change, but is it really? 

The Mulai Reserve is situated on the Majuli island, in the Brahmaputia River, India. Back in the 1970s, the total 
area of the island was 1,000 hectares and it was threatened by extensive soil erosion on its banks. The island 
had shrunk by more than a half, over the last 70 years, leading to the idea that it would be submerged within 
the next 20 years, which was a devastating thought. As a result, in 1979, the Local Social Forestry Department 
began a social afforestation project on 200 hectares of land on the island. The program, however, was 
abandoned in 1983. But that didn’t stop a man named Jadav Payeng from continuing the program himself by 
planting trees. 

Jadav Payeng is an environmental activist and forestry worker and has worked as a forest worker since the 
age of 16 years old. He was born in a nomadic tribe of Assam in 1963, and he single-handedly transformed a 
barren land of forest into a thriving, dense forest by continuously planting trees on the Majuli island. 

As a result of one man’s determination, Majuli island is now the biggest river island in the world; it covers 1,360 
acres, which is the size of 15 football stadiums put together! It is also larger than Central Park in New York 
City. Bamboo also covers 300 hectares of land on the island. The forest is now home to lots of wildlife, 
including Bengal tigers, Indian rhinoceros, reptiles, over 100 deer, rabbits, monkeys, and a variety of birds. As 
well as this, 100 elephants strayed into the forest and now reside there for six months of the year, and have 
even given birth to 10 calves, who will grow up in the home created by Jadav. Several thousands of trees have 
been planted by Jadav, which is a monumental feat of one man with a passion for the environment, who has 
dedicated decades of his life to saving Majuli island. 

Bethany Jenkins, Year 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

NASA's discovery of a new, near earth sized Exoplanet 

Astronomers may have discovered an Earth-like exoplanet orbiting a Sun-like star, a little over 3,000 light-years 
away. The planet named 'Planet KOI-456.04', the unconfirmed exoplanet is thought to be similar to Earth for 
several reasons. It is said to have a similar distance between its sun - Kepler-160 - with an orbit that takes it 
378 days to complete. It also thought to receive 93 percent as much light as Earth gets from the Sun. That 
when combined with the fact Kepler-160 is thought to be very similar to our own sun in terms of mass and 
radius, leads scientists to believe they may have found an Earth-like planet in the solar vicinity that has the 
potential to sustain life.  

On top of this due to it being located inside of its star's golden zone it likely possesses all necessary conditions 
for liquid water to form. This is especially promising for the presence of life as liquid water is considered to be 
the vital ingredient which makes life possible. 

Most exoplanet discoveries thus far have been orbiting red dwarf stars, which for a multitude reasons would 
be unlikely hosts to habitable planets, including the fact they can emit high-energy flares and radiation (solar 
storms) that would make it difficult for life to survive. 

Harry King, Year 10 

 

  

Contact Details   

Do we have the correct contact details for you?  

It is vital that we have correct, up-to-date contact details for all parents and carers. 

Please contact 023 8044 886 

Email: info@oasissholing.org if you have recently changed your telephone number, address or email.  

 
Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 


