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Dear parent/carer, 

I hope you and your family are well.  We are operating in unprecedented times and this requires unprecedented 
ways of working and thinking.  You will have seen recent reports regarding planned opening of Primary schools and 
discussion around what may or may not happen with secondary schools. It is clear from some of the conversations 
that I have had with parents that you are concerned regarding what education will look like in the near future and 
how anxiety is emerging with some children.  I also know that brilliant and consistent work continues to be produced 
by our students.  

Please be assured that the safety of the children and your family and of our staff is our number one priority. We will 
take measures, following Government advice and beyond, to ensure that any opening for more children is done 
safely. I know that you will have many questions about returning to school, about how things will work in school in 
this ‘new normal’ environment. We understand that you will need to feel confident about the arrangements,  

The Government have made clear that they do not expect Secondary Schools to reopen at this stage but would like 
pupils in Years 10 to receive some face to face support before the summer holidays. The Government has been clear 
that this does not indicate a return to full timetables or year 10 pupils back in school or college full time.  In line 
with implementing protective measures and reducing contacts, schools are being asked to limit the attendance of 
the year 10 cohort in the setting at any one time and follow guidance on social distancing and other health and 
safety measures.  This is of course subject to ongoing monitoring of the relevant health data and any opening could 
be further delayed. We are expecting further guidance from the Department for Education shortly and once this is 
received; we will make detailed plans for this face to face support. Our provision for the children of key workers and 
other eligible children will continue throughout this period.  

What do I do now?  

Read the attached Home Learning Newsletter! It not only contains some excellent examples of student work and 
sound advice from our staff but also guidance towards mental health and well-being. 

Please continue with your child’s remote learning.  

· If your child is in Years 7, 8 or 9, there will be no change in June or probably for the remainder of the Summer Term.  

· If your child is in Years 10, the majority of teaching for this term will remain remote.  

· Please continue to support your child with their remote learning. It is vital that they engage with all the 
opportunities offered so that we keep any gaps in their learning to a minimum.  

Please rest assured that we take any re-opening of the Academy extremely seriously and I am grateful for your 
continued patience.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

How Parents can help with Home Learning 

“Learning is the relatively permanent change in a person’s knowledge or behaviour due to experience”. 

In the last newsletter I discussed the two types of memory, these are:  

* Working memory (sometimes known as short term memory), this is only able to hold about three items of new 
information at a time. Information which is not practiced will be forgotten very quickly. 

* Long term memory – this is where the new knowledge needs to end up if learning is to have happened. 
Information is transferred from working memory to long term memory by repeated practice. 

 

When a student is learning, there are many pieces of 
information in the environment around them.  

Some of the information is useful to learning – for 
example the images, writing and sounds of the lesson. 

Other information is not useful – the sound of the TV, 
the group chat on WhatsApp. 

 

 

 

Since we can hold just three pieces of information in our working memory, it is important to make sure that our 
attention is focussed on the new information. In this way the three slots in our working memory are not filled by 
information that is not relevant.  

This is why we encourage students to work in a quiet place where possible, away from the competing demands on 
their attention and with their phones put away. The lessons that your child is working on will direct their attention as 
clearly as possible towards the new information to be learnt. 

The Monkey Business illusion illustrates the effect of attention in a fun way – it can be found here:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IGQmdoK_ZfY  

 

  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Great work 

Well we have all been busy this week! The sun is out and you all have most certainly made the most of it…. 

I have had so many photos this week, they have been truly amazing, so, I have decided to include more in next 
week’s issue so we call all enjoy your fantastic efforts. I marvel at your ability to adapt in these very difficult times 
and to continue to remind us all how marvellous you 
are. 

This week, many of you have been busy baking cakes for 
the NHS, A Victoria sponge cake celebrating VE day, 
homemade breakfast for the entire family and many 
more.  

A special mention goes to Joshua Herring in year 7 who, 
along with his dad has decided to construct a go-kart, 
and Ben Cole in year 8 who has decided to take up 
stargazing and wow what an amazing picture that is. 

 

 

Remember, “Happiness can be found even in the darkest 
of times, if only one remembers to turn on the light” 
A quote from Harry Potter. 

As always, I will sign off wishing you all well and keep 
those photos coming, can’t wait for next week’s edition. 

Helen.sydenham@oasissholing.org 

Be safe, be well, and be happy 

Miss Sydenham 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News 

With school being closed for lots of you, you might be missing your teachers. But what do you think they get up to 
without you? Well teachers at Oasis Sholing have been finding some creative ways to make up for having no 
students.  

Below are photos from Mrs Drewell and Mr Ranger’s “Master Chef Showstopper” challenge.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aimee Withey  

  

Bailea Wilde 

 

Lily McIlveen  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Farm to Fork Update 
 

Mr Hooper has been busy looking after the garden, check out the latest photos from the garden. 

  

The tatties are here! 

 

Mrs Lewis and the PE department have been setting students and staff challenges. We look forward to seeing photos 
of your triumphs in the next issue. 

Some of us have been shopping online a lot more because of all the shops being closed. Mrs Archer has found a way 
to help the school raise funds while you shop by using our schools Easy Fundraising account to raise funds to be used 
by the student voices teams to improve our school. So far, we have raised £38, thanks to Mrs Archer. There are 
hundreds of places you can order from and it costs nothing for you to do it. If you are interested in raising funds for 
our school community, you just have to order via the Easy Fundraising website and they will make a small 
contribution to our cause. Remember this does not cost you anything so will leave your own money to contribute to 
all of the other charities that need our help. Enclosed below is the link to the website, however you can just search 
Oasis Academy Sholing on the Easy Fundraising website. 

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/thesholingtechnologycollege/?q=Oasis%20Academy%20&cat=cause-
autosuggest 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Oasis Habits Shout-Outs 

This week we would like to award Dylan Landick in year 8 with our Oasis 9 Habits Shout Out. Dylan has been taking 
put in the Prince’s Trust Achieve Programme run by Saints Foundation and he has achieved a Level 1 Award.  As part 
of the award Dylan has been doing a Personal Photography Project where he is learning what it takes to take a good 
photo, taking the photos and then learning how to use Photoshop to edit them before presenting them on a 
PowerPoint. Please see below a few of the photos Dylan has taken. Well done Dylan! 

  

 

If you have any good news stories or would like to nominate someone please do email us and we will share it on the 
school twitter page @OasisSholing and our weekly newsletter. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding and Wellbeing 

The welfare and safety of our students is our priority. This lockdown may have adversely 
impacted your mental and/or physical health, so it is the perfect time to make some 
proactive decisions around what you are going to do to ensure you look after your own 
wellbeing. I have written this post to share the small steps I have taken to be positive, 
reduce stress and start to gain a bit more of a work-life balance. I came across an app called, 
Productive, which has quite literally changed my life. I still feel the stresses and burdens of 
the day to day, but I now ensure that I make time for myself as well as my loved ones. Just 
like me, you can find an app just Productive that can help you set up a routine for your 
day/week/month that you can stick to.  

During the lockdown it important to know the places you can go to for support. You can 
always call the school phone number or email your tutors. Below I have put together a list of other agencies that you 
can access through the school.  

No Limits 

Students can access No Limits support for counselling during this challenging period. If you are a young person or 
want to call us on behalf of or about a young person, you can contact us in the following ways:  

• call 02380 224 224  
• go to www.nolimitshelp.org.uk to use webchat  
• email enquiries@nolimitshelp.org.uk 

 Safe Families 

If you feel your family may benefit from support specifically within the lockdown period of 
Covid-19, you can self-refer via an online form at https://helpme.safefamilies.uk/ Basic 
information will be collected: name, contact number, Local Authority area. A Safe Families 
staff team member will ring back within 24 hours, Monday to Friday, with evening calls 
available, to help assess their needs and begin support. 

NHS  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saints Foundation 

 

Southampton City Council  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Self-Motivation Section  

 
Life lessons from my Rubik’s Cube 

I have been teaching myself how to solve the Rubik’s cube. I 
was fascinated by the way it took people under 2 min to 
solve the whole cube, so I found a YouTube video showing 
an easy solving method.  

After a lot of huffing and puffing and re-watching of the 
video I finally managed to get it solved. What I now know is 
that you cannot solve a Rubik’s cube one side at time, you 
have to be able to solve all sides at the same time. It may 
not seem like you are doing anything at the start but in the 
end it all works out. Which is how life works, you have to be 
able to deal with a lot of problems all at once. Just take it 
step by step.  

 

 Mr Chikiwa 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cultural Capital 

Having previously looked at literacy and theatre for our cultural capital sections, this week, an opportunity to get out 
and about (virtually), with visits to some of the UK’s best loved attractions.  The sun is out, so why not sit in the 
garden and take a virtual tour of the Lake district from the garden, or visit Stonehenge from the comfort of your 
sofa? 

Stonehenge: 360 degree views of this national treasure:  www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/stonehenge 

Buckingham Palace: How about taking a nosey and seeing what the Queens house is like? www.royal.uk/virtual-
tours-buckingham-palace  

Lake District:  Home of some of the prettiest natural sites in the UK, no need to worry about the weather! 
www.lakedistrict.gov.uk/visiting/webcames-videos-and-photos/webcams 

Mr Dale 

 

Mental Health Awareness Week 

At a time where the country is coming together to support and appreciate the hard work of key workers it is fitting 
that the theme of Mental Health week is Kindness.  There seems to have been a surge in acts of kindness from 
neighbours doing food shops, clapping for keyworkers or the very small acts of saying “hello” on daily walks.  Even in 
times of such difficulties, public spirit and kindness to all is really being promoted. 

St John’s Ambulance has created a Kindness Calendar. We might be halfway through the month, but there is plenty 
of time to catch up. 

 

 

 

The small gestures really do count – saying “hello” and “thank 
you”, asking if someone is ok or how can you help them, 
showing compassion and empathy when someone is struggling. 

 

In times of social distancing and increased dependency on social 
media, remember how your words may make someone feel 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0w4HMT7PyQ0. 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#KindnessMatters 

 

Although the theme might be 
Kindness, it is important to look 
after your mental health at this 
time. The advice below has been 
taken from the Mental Health 
Foundation: 

1. Talk about your feelings 
2. Keep active 
3. Eat well 
4. Stay hydrated 
5. Keep in touch 
6. Ask for help 
7. Take a break 
8. Do something you are 

good at 
9. Accept who you are 
10. Care for others 

 

Tutors are still here if you need us. 
We can refer you to the usual 
services in school to help you – 
don’t be afraid to ask. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths shout-outs 

Well done to those starting to engage in the Year 11 maths A level preparation work on MathsWatch especially Zak 
Withey who has completed a number of tasks. 

Well done to Fletcher Cornwall and James Baldwin in 10S1 who have both completed all their MathsWatch home 
learning gaining 100% on all plus completing additional tasks set for them. 

Great effort shown by Imogen Culwick in 10S3 with consistent high standard of work on MathsWatch 

Excellent improvement in work from Mia Hughdie in 10T1, who has worked hard to improve her work this week. 

Luke Hiscock in 8T3 and Dylan Landick in 8S2 have shown a great commitment to their home learning in maths and 
have shown consistent good effort across all work completed on MathsWatch. 

Well done to Callum Hutchins and Evie Ward in 7S3 for their outstanding efforts on MathsWatch 

Finally, well done to Mollie Barnaby in 9S4 who has clocked up 409 minutes on MathsWatch this week, that is almost 
7 hours!!! 

 

For Fun! 

Miss DCosta’s Maths Teaser           Riddle of the week 
For all those missing their Big Mac’s 

 

 

 

Three playing cards in a row. 
Can you name them with these 
clues?  

There is a two to the right of a 
king. A diamond will be found 
to the left of a spade. An ace is 
to the left of a heart. A heart is 
to the left of a spade.  

Now, identify all three cards. 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Last week’s answers: 

 

 

 

The answer was 49.     The answer was A Violin 

 

 

Student Engagement Draw Prize Winners 

 

Every week we will pick two students from each year group who have engaged well with their home learning to win 
a £10 Amazon Voucher. Congratulations to this weeks winners, who are: 

Year 7: Harvey Waters and Emma Richards 
Year 8: Noah Hatcher-Stenton and Sophia Meffen 
Year 9: Erin Das and Matthew Wooton 
Year 10: Rebecca Cross Brown and Oscar Taylor 
Year 11: Jess Preston and Owain Jones 

Voucher codes will be sent to students school email addresses this week. 

I involve some animals,  
Around two.  
One was used so much long ago,  
But now its use has softened.  
The other one is a swimmer,  
For it swims quite often.  
I can be sad when I want to be sad,  
And even angry, too.  
But, nevertheless, I can be happy, overjoyed, and glad!  
I can be shiny and beautiful,  
But I have a hollowness within me,  
And I can sometimes look dull.  
I am the smallest in my family,  
But I have the merriest voice  
Because it is highest.  
I'm not that heavy,  
So you can carry me up and down; you have the choice!  
But don't hurt me too much,  
Or wear me out,  
because part of me will burst,  
And I will not speak in my tone of beauty to you  
To serve you just desserts.  
 
So take a guess  
And we shall see  
Just who exactly could I be? 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Details  

 

Do we have the correct contact details for you? 

It is vital that we have correct, up-to-date contact details for all parents and carers. 

Please contact 023 8044 8861 

Email: info@oasissholing.org  if you have recently changed your telephone number, address 
or email.  

 

Thank you 

 

 


